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Welcome to the 3MG community newsletter which will provide you, the
residents and local businesses of Halebank, with the latest news from
the 3MG Programme.
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Improvement work on site at

Halebank Rec.

3MG are currently developing the 3MG website located at www.3-mg.co.u k. The site currently has a holding
page with an information request form and will be launched, fully, later th is Spring.

When launched, it will keep you up to date with the latest information includ ing news, details of planning
applications, and a Question and Answer section.

For further information about 3MG - Mersey Multimodal Gateway, please c ontact the 3MG Programme Team
on (0151) 906 4871 or email: enquiries@3-mg.co.uk.

3MG is being funded by both public and private sector investment. There wil l be an estimated £80million of
investment into the park over the next 5 years. £7.94million of this will com e from the public sector.

A total of £2 million pounds of funding for the park has already been awarded fro m the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF) Objective 2 Programme towards a number of proje cts within the 3MG programme.

3MG is currently working with the North West Development Agency (NWDA) to e stablish the level of its
support. The NWDA has agreed, in principle, to offer support to the 3MG progr amme of up to £4.5 million. It is
hoped this funding will be confirmed by Summer 2007.

3MG Funding

Village Green Application

Halebank Recreation Area
Halebank Rec. Play Area Improvements

SPRING 2007

In September 2006 an application was received by the Council for a
Village Green in Halebank on the land in front of Lovell Terrace. The
consultation period for the Village Green Application ended on the
15th January and a public inquiry has been scheduled to start on 21st
May to consider the merits of the application. A decision is expected
later in the summer.

As part of the 3MG proposals Halebank recreation ground is being
modernised, work having started in March 2007. Improvements will be
carried out on the play area and sports pitch to enhance the facilities,
while the equipment in the childrens play area will be upgraded and
the surface will be replaced in order to improve safety. In addition, the
sports pitch will be improved with the installation of better drainage.

3MG secured £72,674 of landfill tax credit funding from WREN for the
project. It is hoped that a second phase of this scheme, including
landscaping and improving the BMX track, will follow if additional
funding can be secured.

The Groundwork Trust will be consulting residents, on the scheme, but
more information on it can be found in the project update for Halebank
Rec. circulated in March 2007.



Network Rail have agreed in principle to replace Ditton Junction Bridge . Their own design team are examining
options with regard to how to do this.

Halton Borough Council has welcomed the progress made by Network Rail and a sked that the bridge remains
open during the works. The new bridge could be open as early as Spring 2009.

An SPD is an official document which is used as a guide for developers, informi ng them about what they are
allowed to build and where. It also sets out design and landscape standards w hich must be followed.

Public consultation on the SPDs for Halebank Recreation Area and Ditton S trategic Rail Freight Park took place
during November and December 2005. All comments received were conside red. In September 2006, Halton
Borough Council's Executive Board recommended that both SPDs be adopt ed as Local Development Documents
subject to the procedures for adoption set out in the Town and Country Plann ing (Local Development) (England)
Regulations.

Landscape Masterplan

Ditton Junction Bridge

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs)

Most of the 3MG Rail Freight Park will be built on an area of old industrial land. Ho wever, some of the
development will be on an area of land known as !HBC Fields". This has raised concerns amongst local
residents, particularly with regard to the effect on the environment. C onsequently a landscaping scheme has
been developed by the Council and its consultants. This will result in a gree n 'buffer zone' to the south, east
and west of HBC Fields which will help to screen the site. The planning applica tion for the landscaping
scheme was approved by Halton Borough Council on 31st January 2006, follo wing referral to the Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister.

The implementation of this scheme will follow United Utilities" work t o divert a sludge main which runs across
the HBC Fields site in June.  This work is expected to start in September and be com pleted in Spring 2008.

After the approval of the planning application for the structural lands caping works for !HBC Fields", a number
of comments were received from residents regarding the football pitch a nd mounding. As a result, a
community survey was carried out to determine whether a new football pitc h or extra mounding to provide
screening from the new development was more desirable.

The majority of comments received favoured the extra mounding (43 vote s to 20). This has now been
incorporated into the structural landscaping scheme and, subject to p lanning approval, will form part of the
revised scheme.

Further consultation on the mounding in the scheme

Structural Landscape Works

Landscape Masterplan

New Planning Applications

The O'Connor Group of Companies has expansion plans which
are already under way. Their planning application includes a new
£2 million four-storey office building to replace their existing
offices. The O'Connor Group have also been busy over recent
months extending their sidings and gantry cranes to handle the
increased rail traffic into their terminal.

O!Connor Group of Companies! site

looking very busy


